CHAPTER XXI.

Provincial Departments of Industries.

303. We have shown in preceding chapters that the economic develop -
_      ..    ,.                       ment of India has been very incomplete, and
Recapitulation^ previous   .^ its numcrolls  deficiencies have   left her
exposed to  disadvantages  and  dangers from
which a proper organisation of her resources and workers would make
her free. This end cannot be achieved,, in the peculiar circumstances
of the country, without the adoption of a national policy of industrial
improvement, covering a number of parallel lines of advance which
Lave been explained in detail. We have drawn attention to the necessity
of technical and industrial education:, and we have recommended a
comprehensive scheme to meet the needs of the leading industries. We
have indicated the extent to which the country suffers at present from
the lack of organisation among scientists, and we have made general
suggestions for a remedying this deficiency. We have "pointed out
the improvements which require to be effected in the Agricultural and
Forest Departments and in the Geological Survey, to make them
more useful to industrialists and to the country generally. Agriculture
is our most important industry and, if conducted on more efficient lines,
it will not only supply a greater range of raw materials to industrialists,
but will set free some share of the labour which it is at present employing
in a wasteful manner. We have discussed the sources of power which
exist in India and have made .suggestions for their more economical
and efficient utilisation,' Perhaps the most important of our proposals
are those relating to industrial experiment and research, and to technical
assistance and advice to industrialists, and we have explained in some
detail the different forms that these must take in the case of both cottage
and larger industries. The organisation proposed for the aid of the
former will require to be supplemented by a system of finance by Govern-
ment and by co-operative agencies. To meet the financial needs of the
larget industries we have made separate suggestions. We have proposed
that the purchase of Government stores should be conducted in a way
which will encourage manufactures in this country, and we have also
pointed out the necessity of an improved system of commercial and
industrial intelligence. We have made a number of incidental sugges-
tions regarding such matters as transport, land acquisition and the
mining rules, which will, we hope, smooth the path of industrial
progress. We have discussed the general position of industrial labour
in India, and have tried to show in what ways its efficiency is affected
by the surroundings in which it lives and works, and how far these
*can and should be improved.
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